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Sample Letter to Elected Officials (Governor/Mayor) 

 [Date]

The Honorable [Name]

[Title]

[Street Address]

[City], [State] [Zip]

Dear [Governor/Mayor],
On behalf of [your organization], I thank you for your ongoing support of [State/City/County]’s children and youth in foster care. We ask you to join us in honoring the many individuals and organizations serving these young people – and the youth themselves – by declaring May as “Foster Care Month.”

In [State/City/County] alone, data shows that there are [insert local statistics] children in our state's foster care system and only [insert local statistics] licensed foster homes to help care for them. Nationally, there are more than 400,000 children in foster care, and not nearly enough licensed foster homes. More foster families are desperately needed. Throughout the month of May, hundreds of community events are being planned across the country to help retain, recruit and support foster families. 

We hope you will acknowledge and demonstrate your support of these efforts by officially declaring May to be Foster Care Month. This national celebration is the perfect time for highlighting the many ways that local citizens can get involved for children and families right here in [State/City/County] No matter how much time a person has to give, there is something positive he or she can do to Change a Lifetime for a youth in foster care. 

Here are a just a few suggested ways that you can help make a difference: 

· Declare May to be Foster Care Month. Enclosed is a draft proclamation for your consideration. 

· Hold a press conference recognizing the community service provided by foster families, relative caregivers, mentors, child welfare workers and volunteers. Present awards to outstanding individuals and organizations working in the field.
· Send a thank-you letter on your official letterhead (suitable for framing) to all foster families in [State or Locale].

· Attend a foster care celebration event during May and show your support by participating in the speaking program.

We truly appreciate your dedication and hope you recognize, as we do, the valuable role you play in building brighter futures for America’s next generation. Thank you for your continuing support.   

Sincerely,

[Signature]

[Your Name]

[Title]

Enclosure:  Sample Proclamation
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